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THIS IS A TES 

 

 
OFFICERS EFFECTIVE 7/1/2014:  

MARLENE BAUMGARTNER, PRES. (652-9458) 
MIKE TERNULLO, VICE PRESIDENT (652-0047) 
LEITA REED, SECRETARY (655-4448) 
JEAN NEWTON, TREASURER (652-9274) 

TRUSTEES:  
FRANK MACIEJEWSKI, BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 

(652-6256) 
FRED STREIF, MILL OPERATIONS (675-6320) 
PATTY BURDETTE, FUND RAISING (655-0695) 
EILEEN HOLDEN, HOSTESS (652-0648) 
BETTY BRAUN, MEMBERSHIP (683-5258) 
MARGARET MACIEJEWSKI, SUNSHINE (652-
6256) 
KENNY SCHAFF, PUBLICITY (652-9458) 

CURATOR:  
ASST. CURATOR FOR THE BARN: JAY ELLIOTT 

812-2651 
HONORARY TRUSTEE: DENNIS POWERS, TOWN 

SUPERVISOR (652-3260) 
TOWN HISTORIAN: ROBERT NEWTON (652-
9274) 
WEBMASTER: KENNY SCHAFF 

(KENNYSCHF@AOL.COM) 
WEB ADDRESS: WWW.elmanyhistory.com 
SAWMILL WEB: WWW.ELMANYSAWMILL.COM 
E-MAIL ADDRESS: elmahistory@aol.com 

SOCIETY EVENTS 

 

Our APPLE PRESSING event at the Pumpkin 
Festival was a success in spite of the weather 
and the press breaking down. The children 
really loved John Volpe reading the story of 
“How the Fawn Got Its Spots”, which he wrote. 
Thanks to all our volunteers for helping. 
 

 
November fund raiser 

 

 

 

 

 

Our November Fund Raiser was a huge 

success. Many thanks to all who helped and to  

all our members and town merchants who 

donated items to be raffled off. 

Eileen Holden, Chair 

 

FESTIVAL OF TREES 

 

We are doing something new this year. We 
would like as many trees as we can get for 
Santa to light when he lights the Town Tree on 
December 6

th
. If your church, organization, 

business, or group would like to include a tree 
for this festival please call Marlene at 652-9458. 
The rules are easy and on our website at 
www.elmanyhistory.com.  Let’s take part in this 
community celebration and start a new holiday 
tradition. 
 

December 6, 2014 at the museum – Town Tree 

lighting, Festival of trees. Pet Parade, 

Carolers, Santa 2 – 4 PM sponsored by the 

Town of Elma, Elma Kiwanis, Elma Historical 

Society and the EMW Boys & Girls Club. We will 

need help with the visitors in the house serving 

hot chocolate to the children. 

 

December 8, 2014 at 6PM will be our annual 

Christmas party at the museum. Bring munchies 

to pass and join us for a festive evening and 

enjoy our lovely decorated museum.  

 

January – no meeting. 

 

February 9, 2015 at the Senior Center at 7PM. 

In keeping with president’s month, Dick 

Helmbrecht will present a program on “Fun With 

Flags.” 

 

Cancellations for museum events over the 

winter will be found on Ch. 2 & Ch. 7. 
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BUILDING & GROUNDS  
 

Scout Eagle Project: 

Joe Capuano, Boy Scout from troop 290, has 
successfully completed his Eagle Scout project 
to beautify the mill raceway from Bowen Road to 
the East side of the mill. As part of the scout 
project, Joe and scouts from Troop 290, added a 
pathway made of mulch along the split rail fence 
to make the race area more accessible to 
visitors.   

Artifact Shelter: 

 The Northrup gear assembly has been removed 
from the barn with help from the town 
maintenance crew and placed under the shelter 
on a temporary cradle.  A length of iron shafting 
that was dug up adjacent to the mill, was also 
placed under the shelter to be part of the 
display.  Plans are to build permanent cradles 
for these objects from the boards sewn from the 
sycamore tree that was cut down by the barn.  
There are also five rocks that were found on the 
museum grounds that were placed nearby.  Two 
of these rocks are100% sculpted by hand 
evidently by the pioneers to this area.  The 
significance of these two rocks is not known at 
this time.  Perhaps with the prominent display 
we can gather more information from viewers.   

Frank Maciejewski     Fred Streif      Jay Elliott  

HURD HOUSE MUSEUM 
 
The house is decorated beautifully and there are 
trees for the Festival of trees inside too. The 
display will be open to the public until January 
8

th
. 

 
The Thursday Crew 

SAW MILL & BARN MUSEUMS 

The saw mill and barn have been winterized and 

will be closed until spring. However, there are 

artifacts that need to be restored that would 

make a great winter project. Anyone interested 

in helping preserve these items call Frank, Fred, 

or Jay. 

 

Frank Maciejewski     Fred Streif      Jay Elliott  

 

SUNSHINE 
 
When we hear of a member who is ill, the first 
thing we may think of is, how can we cheer them 
up? Maybe a card from our society would do just 
that. Or maybe someone needs a 
congratulations card for an accomplishment.  
Please continue to inform us if someone is in 
need of a greeting.  
 
Margaret Maciejewski       652-6256 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

As 2014 comes to a close I want to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone for all of their 
help, dedication to our museum, and support 
this past year.  Our visitor count to the museum 
was down but that was entirely due to the 
weather. 

Your board has worked hard to continue the 
programs and maintain the three buildings, but 
our members MUST consider stepping up to be 
an officer or trustee for the coming year. New 
“blood” is sorely needed to keep our wonderful 
museum going and our board members from 
having burn out. 

I wish you all a Happy Holiday Season and hope 
to see many of you at our Christmas party. 

Marlene Baumgartner 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Your support is appreciated. Happy Holidays. 

Betty Braun-Renaud  

HURD HOUSE MUSEUM GIFT SHOP 

History of East Elma by Henry Laughton Allen, 1942, 
$5.00  

History of Elma NY from 1620 to 1901 by Jackman 1902, 
$20.00  

NEW: HISTORY OF ELMA on DVD $10 

It Is For Your Country, letters and history of Elma during 
the Civil War $30 

No Stoppin’ This Boppin” history of rock & roll in WNY 
$18 

Two Quiet Heroes & One Grateful Son – memoirs of 
WWII - $18 

Available at the Town Hall: 

Silver elm tree charm - $45 

14k gold elm tree charm $95 
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LIBRARY REPORT 

 

Our volunteers have been going through the 

scrapbooks getting information on the years 

between 1957 and the present day. This 

information is to be used for the upcoming new 

history book that the Historical Society is in the 

process of compiling. These ongoing searches 

are in addition to our regular duties of filing 

donated documents and helping researchers. 

One of the most frequent requests is for 

information on the older houses in Elma. This 

usually happens when the house has been sold 

and the new owner wants any historical 

information we may have on the dwelling. Any 

information on these kinds of properties that 

our members might have knowledge of is 

gratefully received for our library. We have had 

a number of researchers over the summer and 

it is a pleasure to help them. 

 

Leita W. Reed 

 
MORE FROM OUR LIBRARY 

Peg Foley donated the school board records for 

School #2 for the years 1880 through 1952. Her 

husband, Matthew, was the last trustee of the 

district. 

Most of the records are about elections of the 

various members of the board. However, any 

person who now or later owns the house would 

have access to an excellent recorded history of 

the care and maintenance of the building during 

those years. 

The penmanship is precise and very legible 

even when their pen was running low on ink. 

Here are some of the more interesting entries. 

10/11/881 ““For the winter term Walter J. Taber 

was hired at $8.50 per week for the 16 weeks 

and Nettie Brooks was hired for the summer 

term of 14 weeks at $4.50 per week” (NOTE- 

difference in pay between men and women even 

then.) The old school house was sold for $26. 

(This differs from the entry in Jackman’s History 

of Elma where on page 111 he said it was sold 

to Philip Stitz for $25.) A cord of wood for the 

school was $1.50. 

12/4/1894 a special meeting was held “to decide 

whether to pay Miss Warner for the 7 weeks she 

taught or not. A vote was taken and the decision 

was ‘no’.” (No reason mentioned.)  

(Up to this point meetings were simple and then 

they got complicated.) 

5/7/1929 “Committee appointed to investigate 

cost of wiring and lighting the school.” 

A year later on 5/6/1930 “the committee was 

asked to report but they had no report because 

the trustee had already had the school house 

wired.” “The Board then voted to remove the 

meter from the 1
st
 of June to 1

st
 of November.”  

5/5/1932 The electric issue in the school 

continues in that it “must be off from 1
st
 of June 

until needed in the fall.” 

Problems of transporting high school students 

appear in the minutes of 5/3/1932 and continue 

into and through 1937. 

In 1935 a basement was put under the school 

“not to exceed $500.” 

Discussions on the issue of centralization of the 

school districts began in 1937. 

5/2/1939 there was a discussion on hiring a 

married teacher. “It was decided not to hire a 

married teacher inasmuch as there were several 

capable single teachers available.” 

 (The school closed sometime between 1943. 

And 1951 but the date is not recorded in this 

book.) 

5/1/51 the board voted to “keep District #2 

closed.” “Grade school pupils will go to school 

#3, high school pupils to East Aurora High 

School and parochial children will be transported 

to Annunciation School.” 

THE LAST BOARD MEETING was a special 

meeting on July 31, 1952  

 

Mrs. Santa 

 

 



4 
 

 
Magic and owner Deputy Sheriff Bill Pukulo 

waiting for Santa 

 
NEWTON’S TALES 

 Winter brings thoughts of snow, cold, 
and windy days.  Sometimes it was bad weather 
all winter and it seemed to last forever.  But, 
when you were young, you could find some 
good things to do.   
 We went to school in a two-room school 
house.  We walked to school most of the time 
unless it was raining or snowing hard then we 
got to ride to school.  At recess we would play in 
the school basement at lunch time.  Across the 
road there was a great hill to slide down on good 
days.  There was a woodchuck hole near the 
bottom of the hill that served to be a good jump 
for toboggans and sleds.  That was really fun!   
 On the farm, winter caused some 
problems with everyday chores and made 
everything more difficult.  Sometimes it would be 
very cold for a long time in January and 
February and the silo feed would freeze.  We 
would have to get the silage down a day ahead 
and put it in bushel baskets to thaw before 
feeding it to the cows.  Sometimes we didn’t let 
the cows out in the barnyard to exercise while 
we cleaned out the gutters because it was too 
cold and the ground was frozen and slippery.  It 
was safer to keep them in. We would have to 
clean the manure spreader after each use so 
that it didn’t freeze up and not work or 
breakdown.  The hay chutes that were in front of 
the stanchions on each side were for throwing 
the hay down to feed the cows.  These were like 
having a chimney from the cow barn up into the 
hay mow and the heat would go from the cow 
barn up in this big space rather quickly.  Dad 
would put two boards inside the hay chute and 
go up and put hay into the chute to keep the 

warm air in the barn from escaping up the 
chutes.  We also got some heavy duty tire 
chains for the tractor so we could get into the 
fields to spread the manure each day so it didn’t 
get piled up near the barn.  
 When the weather changed and 
warmed up, some things got a lot easier for our 
everyday chores which was greatly appreciated.  
The milkman who picked up our milk each day 
had a “White Motors” truck with a large insulated 
box that held a lot of ten gallon milk cans. He 
had tire chains on the rear wheels and that truck 
would go through a lot of snow easily.   
 One time the snow drifted in the 
driveway around the garage and up to the barn.  
It was about ten feet high and we would slide 
down the face of the snow drift.  What fun! It’s 
been so long now since we lived this way that 
my memories of harsh winters don’t seem so 
bad.  Stay warm and inside if you can. 

Remembering how it was, 

Your town historian, Bob  
Robert Newton, Historian  

THREATENED AND ON THE ENDANGERED LIST: 

THE SPRING BROOK HOTEL. WE URGE ALL OUR 

MEMBERS TO KEEP AN EYE ON EVERYYTHING 

HAPPENING WITH THIS PROPERTY.  

 
 

Built in 1894 after the original hotel burned that 

year, it was one of the toll station stops on the 

Plank Rd between E. Aurora and Buffalo. Elma 

has a law in place to save these historic 

buildings but has yet to appoint a Commission to 

do it. If we could get it on the National Register it 

could be eligible for grants to restore it.  


